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According to Joel Brinkley of the NEW YORK TIMES (03/19/87), government officials have
acknowledged that the CIA is providing the contras with precise information on dams, bridges,
electrical substations, port facilities and other targets that the contras will try to destroy in raids
deep inside Nicaragua. Many of the installations were built by the Army Corps of Engineers
during the Somoza regime. Government officials claim the CIA is not acting illegally under the
law governing US aid to the contras. Although the destruction of such facilities would disrupt the
lives of many Nicaraguans, and possibly lead to alienating them from the contra cause, the CIA
justifies the attacks on the basis they will prove that the Sandinistas cannot maintain control over
the areas involved, thereby having an important psychological impact on Nicaraguan civilians.
However, some officials are nevertheless concerned over the eventual political fallout from recent
CIA activities. For instance, one official told the TIMES that, "We're skating pretty close to the kind
of trouble we got into before," alluding to the CIA role in the mining of Nicaraguan harbors in 1984.
Thus far, the contras have reportedly destroyed only two or three of the CIA-designated targets.
On March 16, the Nicaraguan government reported that an electrical tower in Managua had been
damaged in a contra attack.
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